
HANDS OFF
OUR COMMON WEALTH!



The welfare state was born out of the devastation of WWII. Our 
grandparents, armed with a sense of justice and a collective strength, 
were in no mood to return to the way things had been before the 
war. Despite a relative debt almost five times the size of ours today, 
they demanded that the wealth created by ordinary working people 
should be distributed for the common benefit of all, not withheld for 
the private profit of a few.

Healthcare, education, culture and decent housing – in a civilized 
society these things would be a right for every individual, not a privilege 
only the rich could afford. If people lost their jobs or fell ill then the 
community as a whole would support them - individuals and families 
would no longer be abandoned, or left to rely on the charity of the 
wealthy. The state would step in where markets failed, not acting in 
the interests of a powerful elite, but committing itself to the welfare of 
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the whole community. It would provide services by the people for the 
people, institute a system of universal benefits, nationalize industry 
and regulate private business for the benefit of all.

Redistributive taxation made possible the building and maintenance 
of road and rail networks, local transport, public parks, comprehensive 
schools and the expansion of further and higher education, modern 
housing, community centers, libraries, concert halls, theatres, 
museums, and much else. These things not only brought employment 
and dignity, but enlightenment, pleasure and a sense of civic pride: a 
common culture for all and for the generations to come.

In recent decades the hard-won collective achievement of the Welfare 
State has been under attack as our state-owned assets and industries 
have been sold off to the highest bidder – bringing unemployment and 
more expensive provision as standards drop in the ruthless pursuit of 
profit. What has largely taken the place of industry as national wealth 
creator is a deregulated financial sector and property speculation.

Housing stock sold off under right-to-buy has not been replaced, and 
whilst landlords and speculators have made a fortune, and our civic 
buildings have been sold for luxury flat conversion, the cost of a home 
is now unaffordable for millions of people. Many of our homogenised 
public spaces and high streets are owned and policed by faceless 
corporations. Through PFI, sponsorship and artificially implemented 
internal markets, areas of life such as education and health have been 
infected with an ethos of competition, and provide opportunities for 
private profiteering (lowering wages and conditions for contract 
workers). Since the 1990s the gap between the wealthiest and 
poorest members of society has also begun to rise, marking a reverse 
in a decades-long trend. Social mobility is also in decline. In the UK 
today 1% of the population own 23% of our country’s wealth.

THE PRIVATISATION OF LIFE



In 2008, unregulated city trading, together with a global property 
bubble, brought about the biggest financial collapse since the 1930s. 
In the wake of massive market failure, the government stepped in, 
spending £850 billion of UK taxpayer’s money on a bank bailout. In 
spite of this, and the fact that we collectively own or part-own several 
high street banks, bankers are due to receive bonuses of £7 billion 
for the second year in a row. Meanwhile the rest of us are being told 
that we must ‘tighten our belts’ and prepare for the implementation of 
the most savage social spending cuts since war-time rationing. 

We should make no mistake that this is a war. A war by the rich 
on ordinary people: workers, students, the elderly, the unemployed, 
women, children, the sick and disabled. It is an attack on anyone 
who uses and relies upon public services. Most of all it is a war on 
the poorest and most vulnerable members of our society. The cuts 
are being forced through by a cabinet which includes twenty-three 
millionaires – individuals who have made or enhanced personal 
fortunes through property speculation, city directorships and company 
shares.

They would like to return us to pre-war Britain, accelerating the 
transfer of wealth to an entitled minority, and denying opportunities 
in education and culture to those from poorer backgrounds. Many 
of these people were simply born into fabulous wealth, went to the 
most expensive private schools, and have never had to work for 
anything. Having never had to rely on public services they have no 
idea how most people live their daily lives. Driven by a deep hatred of 
the Welfare State, and the collective, redistributive ideal it embodies, 
they are willing to see our libraries, museums and theatres, shutdown,  
our universities privatised, our schools handed over to wealthy 
businessmen and our public spaces, our housing, our land, and our 
forests sold off (and this is just the beginning…) They act as if they 
own this country. BUT THEY DON’T.

FAREWELL, WELFARE STATE?



IT IS NOT THEIR’S TO SELL OFF. THIS COUNTRY BELONGS TO 
US – OUR RESOURCES, OUR INSTITUTIONS, OUR CULTURE. 
YOU CANNOT PUT A PRICE ON THIS. 

WE ARE FIGHTING NOT ONLY FOR OURSELVES AND THE GEN-
ERATIONS TO COME, BUT FOR OUR GRANDPARENTS AND 
GREAT GRANDPARENTS WHO FOUGHT FOR WHAT HAS MADE 
THIS COUNTRY SO RICH IN THE TRUEST SENSE. IT IS TO THEM 
THAT WE OWE THE REAL DEBT.

Our politicians say that just as every household has too balance its 
budget, so to does the government. Isn’t that just common sense? 
We all have to live within our means. The difference is that no one 
in your family is allowed to just make up money out of thin air, and 
then “lend” it to everyone else.  That’s what government debt really 
is. Contrary to popular belief, we don’t really owe the money to China. 
Almost 80% of the UK national debt is owed internally, to banks and 
investors in the UK itself.

If a householder cuts down on their supermarket bills, they do not 
have to care about what happens to the supermarket. But if a coun-
try decides to economise by cancelling building of new schools and 
hospitals, they don’t just get a simple saving. The knock-on effects 
are more damaging than the benefits. A cut in orders means that the 
construction companies will make less profit and pay less corporation 
tax. They will buy fewer bricks. They and the brick factory will cut their 
staff. Other tax payers will face a bill for their unemployment benefits. 
A householder does not have to worry about what their spending de-
cisions mean for other people or the wider economy. For a nation it’s 
the most important consideration.

A HOUSEHOLD BUDGET?



Education, once considered to be beneficial in and of itself, has 
increasingly been sold to us as a measurable personal commodity.  
Under the new government plans the average cost per year of Further 
Education will be £9,000. Comparing how much a student would 
have paid over the last 40 years reveals how far we have already 
come along the path towards complete marketization.

Under the 1962 Education Act mandatory grants were introduced 
and the government paid student fees. Grants were means-tested 
with an expectation of parental contributions for better off people. By 
the 1980’s fees were still paid by the government but the rising cost 
of living meant that many student left with overdrafts.

By 1989 fees were still paid by the govt but the Tories froze grants 
and introduced loans to top them up. Student debts then averaged 
about £400. In 1998 maintenance grants were abolished and up-
front fees of £1, 000 were implemented.

By 2008 average student debt had risen to £18,000. Raising the fee-
cap  - currently at £3,290 to £9,000 will have a cataclysmic effect on 
people from poorer backgrounds, excluding them from both education 
and the economic benefits that come from it, and discouraging them 
from studying subjects - the arts, humanities and social sciences - 
which don’t necessarily lead to high-salary jobs.

These subjects are essential for jobs, but also for the kind of people 
a country needs most for its collective well-being. A nation’s greatest 
wealth is its people.  The real social and cultural costs of this socially 
engineered class exclusion will be incalculable for our country.

THE PRICE OF PRIVATISED 
EDUCATION



The government says that its austerity programme is not just 
unavoidable, but also fair and progressive. But the Institute of Fiscal 
Studies has shown that the hardest hit by the coalition’s £81bn 
spending cuts will be the poorest 10% of families with children. 

The impact of the spending review will hit women more than men. 
Lone parents and single pensioners – most of whom are women 
– will suffer the greatest reduction in their living standards losing 
services worth 18.5% and 12% of their incomes respectively. Overall 
single women will lose services worth 60% more than single men as 
proportions of their incomes, and nearly three times the amount lost 
by couples. The cuts will lead to hundreds of thousands of women 
losing their jobs.  Cuts in welfare spending fall disproportionately 
on women’s finances. Child benefit is paid almost 100% to women; 
while 53% of housing benefit claimants are single women. 

WHO IS BEING CUT?
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A BATTLE FOR BRITAIN

Don’t let the government fool you into thinking that these 
cuts are either NECESSARY or FAIR.

THE CUTS ARE A DELIBERATE AND DIRECT ATTACK 
ON THE PEOPLE OF BRITAIN BY AN ELITE CABAL OF 
PRIVILEGED LIARS WHO WANT TO DESTROY WHAT 

OUR GRANDPARENTS CREATED.  WE WILL NOT 
SURRENDER TO THEIR VANDALISM.

HANDS OFF OUR COMMON WEALTH! 

RECLAIM BRITAIN!

Graphs taken from data by the Institute of Fiscal Studies;
Graph 1: www.ifs.org.uk/bns/bn26.pdf

Graph 2: www.ifs.org.uk/bns/bn108.pdf

www.artsagainstcuts.wordpress.com
www.freefreeschool.wordpress.com


