
OPEN CALL

The COMMUNIST GALLERY In Leeds

This is an open call to submit work to the Communist Gallery, to be shown at various locations in Leeds 
(June 25th – July 8th). The Communist Gallery (aka Commonist Gallery) takes different forms at 
different times and places. It is not affiliated with any political party and is not bound by any doctrine. 
Rather it is a chance to create real discourse, outside the de-politicised jockeying for artistic validation. In an 
uncanny and new dark age we are inspired by the traditions of emancipation going back to 
Winstanley, Blake, Luxemburg, and Dessalines, and we seek alternative visions to the naturalised, 
capitalist order. The gallery is a space to manifest what the idea of communism might mean today at a time of 
increasing market homogenisation, competitive individualism, social inequality, and the transfer of 
commonly owned wealth and public provision to the beneficiaries of private profit. Whilst we welcome utopian 
visions, we are mostly concerned with what it means to act and produce communistically at this moment in time. 
Creating  in  the interests of the common will also entail  challenging dominant sexism, queer bashing and
racist discourses.
 
Against the background of the bank bailouts, savage public spending cuts, draconian surveillance and 
policing, and intensive monitoring and marketisation of areas of life such as health and education, the posi-
tive and collective idea of communism can be manifested in two ways through the Communist Gallery:

1. In the work that gets made in response to present conditions, and the possibilities of affirmative 
collective resistance and re-territorialisation. We are seeking to counter pervasive corporate pedagogy. 
Artwork can address these issues and events directly, or in a more allegorical, philosophical or visionary way. 
There is no preferred style! So long as it isn’t boring and useless we want to show it.

2. According to a gallery ethos which is run collectively, is not for profit, and accepts work not according to 
status and CVs but from anyone willing to contribute seriously to struggles in the wider cultural and social 
field. The gallery is not a consecrating stamp of approval but a platform for work from which real debate and 
action proceeds. http://communistgallery.wordpress.com/

What we are looking for:

1 minute films: in either .mov or .avi format sent by file transfer (dropbox, yousendit etc.) or a link to a down-
loadable youtube film. These will be shown on various monitors in locations in Leeds, and will be added to the 
Communist TV showreel/youtube channel:

http://www.youtube.com/user/communistgallerytv?feature=watch

Deadline for the Leeds showreel is June 17th

AND/OR
2D works, no bigger than A3, reproduced and non-returnable* - send up to ten copies or different
works to:
Communist Gallery, co East Street Arts, Patrick Studios, St. Mary’s Lane, Leeds LS9 7EH, UK

Deadline for East Street Arts Space June 25th

*Note work cannot be returned, so send printed work, copies, or work you are happy not to have back. Work may be 
reproduced as part of Communist Gallery fanzine.


